
 
 
February 1st, 2021 
 
RE: Grand Traverse - February Update 
 
As we enter February, our outlook for the 2021 Winter Grand Traverse is very positive. 
Conversations with Public Health officials and resort partners in both Crested Butte and Aspen 
are on the right track, and we expect to have final approvals in place this month. 
You heard that right- it looks like we may just have a race to Aspen! 
 
Given the investment of time, money, equipment, and training that our participants encounter, 
we will not open the waitlist until we have all written approvals and contracts in place. 
At that point, we will ask you to take a gamble with us, as we open the waitlist to register new 
teams. 
 
If your team rolled over from last year, your spot is secure. 
Please remember that your registration is for you and your 2020 teammate only.  Any teammate 
transfers, or further deferrals are subject to new fees. 
If our predictions are wrong about this year’s race and we end up postponing the race to 2022, 
we will reach out with new options for last year’s deferred registrants. 
 
If you received a refund, or donated your entry fee last year, your spot is also guaranteed, 
but you will need to promptly execute your invitation to complete registration when given 
the opportunity. 
 
If you are currently on the General Registration Waitlist, you are not alone... 
Demand for this year’s race far outstrips the remaining capacity to fill our permit limit. 
Registrations will be offered to waitlisted teams in the order in which they signed up.  If your 
team is one of the first 100 on the General Registration Waitlist, you have the best odds of 
receiving an email with an invitation to complete registration.   When we initiate invitations to 
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complete registration, you also MUST NOT DELAY in securing your spot. You will have 
72 hours to respond, or your space will be offered to those next on the list. 
-- 
What will the race look like this year? 
You can expect many new protocols to prevent the spread of covid: wave starts, a different 
finish area in Aspen, a virtual racer meeting, virtual awards ceremony, etc. 
We are still working with Public Health and updating our racer manual to reflect all required 
changes. We will ask that your team stay physically distanced from other teams, but we cannot 
guarantee (nor would we want) you to be physically distanced from your partner- so you will 
need to consider them a member of your household. You may also need to sign a Traveler 
Affidavit confirming a recent negative covid test if you want to stay overnight in Aspen 
after the race- that is a current requirement for all visitors to Pitkin County. If you return to 
Crested Butte, or go straight home after the race, this is not an issue. 
 
What will be the same? 
The race will still start around midnight in Crested Butte, still traverse to Aspen through 
backcountry avalanche terrain, still be subject to a "reverse course" if conditions are deemed too 
hazardous, and will still be the extraordinary adventure the GT has been for the last 20+ years! 
**Please note that the race is on SUNDAY, March 28th this year, with bib pickup, athlete 
clearance, and mandatory racer meeting on Saturday (3/27) in Crested Butte.  
 
Thank you for your patience awaiting our final plans. 
Again, we are excited by the prospects of a through-race, and will have more updates in the 
coming weeks.  
 
Best wishes, 
Grand Traverse Staff at CB Nordic 
 
P.s. - Update on our favorite GT Training Race... 
We expect to enroll all athletes off our pre-registration waitlist for the Gothic Mountain Tour in 
the coming days. 
If you're not currently on the pre-registration waitlist and wish to jump into la grande course de 
Crested Butte on February 28th. 
Join the Pre Registration Waitlist HERE. 
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